
 
June 29, 2008 
 
Tor Levin Hofgaard 
President of the Nordic Committee of Psychologists’ Associations 
President of the Norwegian Psychological Association 
Norsk Psykologforening 
Kirkegata 2 
Pb 419 Sentrum 
N-0103 Oslo 
 
Dear Dr. Hofgaard: 
 
Thank you for your letter of June 25, 2008, in which you pose several questions 
regarding the position of the American Psychological Association on the involvement of 
psychologists in military interrogations.  Please let me convey my deep appreciation for 
the collegial manner in which you have invited APA to explain our position and accept 
your invitation to work in a collaborative manner to end all torture and cruel and 
degrading treatment. 
 
Over the past three years, APA’s Council of Representatives, our governing body, has 
spent more time addressing this issue than any other single issue before our Association.  
We have ensured that all perspectives in the Association have been carefully considered 
as we have developed a position that prohibits psychologists from any manner of 
involvement in abusive interrogations, which we view as both unethical and ineffective in 
gathering information to prevent acts of violence. 
 
At its most recent meeting, the Council of Representatives adopted a resolution that 
establishes international human rights texts as the foundation for an absolute prohibition 
against direct or indirect participation in interrogation techniques that have been 
associated with “enhanced” interrogations, such as waterboarding, sexual humiliation, 
and exposure to extreme heat or cold. Any APA member found to have violated this 
prohibition would be subject to sanction under our Code of Ethics. The Council of 
Representatives has also endorsed the prerogative of psychologists to engage in civil 
disobedience by refusing an order that violates APA’s Ethics Code, and has called upon 
US courts of law to reject testimony resulting from torture or abuse. 
 
Dr. Stephen Behnke, APA’s Director of Ethics, will be in Berlin from July 20th through 
July 26th.  Dr. Behnke would welcome the opportunity to speak with you in person about 
these very important matters, and explain in detail the history of APA’s involvement in  
 



 
 
this issue and the thinking behind our current position.  Dr. Behnke would be very 
pleased to meet at your convenience. By copy of this letter, I am asking Dr. Behnke to 
contact you promptly to set up this meeting.  
 
I look forward to seeing you in Berlin, and again fully and enthusiastically endorse your 
goal of our associations working together to eliminate all torture and cruel and degrading 
treatment. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Alan E. Kazdin, Ph.D. 
President, American Psychological Association 
 


